Islamic Ideas about Creation

In the time before time, God was. And when God wants to create something, all he needs to say is
"Be", and it becomes. So it was that God created the wotld and the heavens. He made all the
creatures, which walk, swim. Crawl and fly on the face of the earth. He made the angels, and the sun,
moon and the stars to dwell in the universe. And consider, as the Qur'an says, how God poured
down the rain in torrents, and broke up the soil to bring forth the corm, the grapes and other
vegetation; the olive and the palm, the fruit trees and the grass.

Then it was that God ordered the angels to go to the earth, and to bring seven handfuls of soil, all of
different colours, from which he could model man. God took the seven kinds of earth and moulded
them into a model of a man. He breathed life and power into it, and it immediately sprang to life.
And this first man was called Adam. God took Adam to live in Paradise. In Paradise, God created
Eve, the first woman, from out of Adam's side. God taught Adam the names of all the creatures,
and then commanded the angel to bow down before Adam. But Iblis, one amongst the angels,
refused to do this, and thus began to disobey God's will.

God place the couple in a beautiful garden in Paradise, telling them that they could eat whatever
they wanted except the fruit of on forbidden tree, But the evil one tempted them to disobey God,
and eat the fruit. When God knew that Adam and Eve had disobeyed him, he cast them out of
Paradise and sent them to earth. But God is merciful. The earth was created to give food, drink and
shelter to the human race. The sun, moon and stars give light. It is a good wortld, where everything

has been created to serve people.

"Verily in the heavens and the earth are signs for those who believe. And in the creation of

yourselves, and the fact that animals are scattered (through the earth), are signs for those of assured



faith. And in the alternation of night and day, and that fact that Allah sends down sustenance from
the sky, and revives therewith the earth after its death, and in the change of the winds, are signs for

those who are wise" (45:3-5).

the heavens and the earth were joined together as one unit, before We clove them asunder" (21:30).
Following this big explosion, Allah "turned to the sky, and it had been (as) smoke. He said to it and
to the earth: 'Come together, willingly or unwillingly.' They said: 'We come (together) in willing

obedience"

(41:11). Thus the elements and what was to become the planets and stars began to cool,
come together, and form into shape, following the natural laws that Allah established in the

universe.



